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Dear Wingers of 

CA1S 

By: Jo Jolitz, 

Chapter Directors 

 
 

 W e are going to cele-

brate our Independence Day 

on the 4 th  of this month. 

Letõs sit back for a while and 

remember all of our men and 

women in the armed forces 

who are protecting us and 

our country. We do want to 

thank them from the bottom of our heart.   

 

   For those who couldnõt join us on our rides last month, 

Iõm sorry to say, but you missed a lot of fun. One thing we 

discovered was that we should set up more overnight 

rides. So if anyone has a proposal for any weekend or even 

within the week for the rest of this year please let me 

know either during our next Breakfast Meeting July 17 th  

or drop me an email gl1800jo@yahoo.com. 

 

   What can be better than riding with a group of Wingers 

during the day and having a nice evening gathering to-

gether with nice food and jokes! We will have that oppor-

tunity by participating in Nevadaõs District Event August 

20-21, 2010 in Reno/Lake Tahoe. You can get the details 

from our website ( www.ca1s.org) were the flyer has been 

published.  

 

   We went to CA 1E 1 st  fundraiser and thought we will be 

in a favorable position to steal their mascot, but at the 

end of the day we were just 2 nd  place.  

 

   Have you ever heard about T -CLOCK? Iõm sure you did. 

Why Iõm mentioning this? While we were ready to hit the 

road after joining another Chapterõs breakfast meeting 
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the Chapter Educator asked all who wanted to 

join them on the following ride whether every-

body checked the tires lately. Unfortunately 

one didnõt and he was surprised how low his 

pressure was and how much air was needed to 

get them up to òspeedó. Just recently we had 

several accidents reported within the district 

due to low tire pressure. So please pay atten-

tion to it before you hit the road the next time.  

Talking about Safety, you all know hopefully by 

now that we do have Jim Norris  as our new 

Chapter Educator. He is going to set up his 1 st  

PLP on July 10th . Please get in contact with him 

directly if you are going to participate in the 

(CDôs Message Continued on page 2) 
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District Direc-

torôs Review 

By:  Bill & Rene  

Johnson, California  

District Director 

 

B y the time this 

Newsletter is dis-

tributed, Rene & I will be in Des Moines attending 

Wing Ding and representing the great state of Cali-

fornia. While we are gone, our more than capable 

assistants to the south, Pam & Vince Puterbaugh, will 

be acting DDõs on our behalf. So please feel free to 

contact them for any of your GWRRA needs during 

our absence. We will be monitoring our phone and e -

mail, but obviously wonõt be available while we are 

riding across this great country of ours.  Thanks V & 

P for stepping up.  

     Also at the time of this distribution we will be 

within 60 days until the start of òThe Party on the 

Mountainó. This year has brought several many new 

òunplannedó training opportunities for all members 

of GWRRA and California has taken advantage of 

every session. We have had over 100 members at-

tend OCP training, another 50 or so complete the 

PLP Facilitator training, as well many other sessions. 

Now its time to have some old fashioned GWRRA 

fun.  

     Your California District Staff has been working 

very hard to offer all the things you have been re-

questing, while still providing the train-

ing opportunities we all need. Itõs a 

tough balancing act, but we hope we 

have met your expectations. The follow-

ing is a short narrative of what you can 

expect.  

     First, lets talk about Mammoth. I 

have learned the hard way how difficult 

(Review Continued on page 3) 

 

The CA1S newsletter is distributed at no charge to GWRRA members who regularly attend chapter functions, our advertisers, and inter-

ested supporters. Our goal is to publish the week before the chapter meeting, which is normally the third Saturday of the month.  Newslet-
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Newsletter Advertising Rates 
 

Size Month Quarter Year 

Business Card $10.00 $20.00 $50.00 

One Half Page 2.5ò x 7ò $16.00 $35.00 $100.00 

Full Page 4.5òx7ò $25.00 $60.00 $200.00 
 

Rates are based on camera ready artwork. Payment, in advance, by check 

payable to GWRRA CA1S, delivered to Newsletter Editor, Larry Meyers 

at 3631 Pier Walk, Oxnard, CA 93035 is required. New artwork must be 

PLP July 10th , 2010. His email address is 

(h20skier555@yahoo.com ). 

 

   Although we have finally been successful to get 

our new Chapter Educator we still have an opening 

for an important position. We need a new ACD as 

Dennis Downey stepped down last month due to 

business commitments. Letõs all think about who we 

wanted to see as our next ACD. Again, proposals 

can be send either by email to me or just give me a 

call. We were lucky that we got new members who 

are very much into our Chapter by now and I do 

want to thank them for that! They are doing a 

great job and one thing to thank them for that sup-

port could be an appointment as the ACD.   

 

   As I do have to attend a conference in Europe in 

the 2 nd week of July I canõt participate in Jimõs 1st  

PLP. I kindly ask you all to show up in a big crowd to 

show him how much we thank him that he went 

through all of the Educator training courses.  

 

   Hope to see you all July 17 th  during our next 

Breakfast meeting at Carrowõs. We will have a 

great ride lead by Tom Gibson. Donõt miss it, his 

rides are always superb!  

 

Keep the rubber down.    ƴ                     

 Jo  

(CDôs Message Continued from page 1) 
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it is to find a facility that can host 300 ð 500 mem-

bers at one setting, let alone in a location that of-

fers good weather, great rides, and lots of òretail 

therapyó all in the same location. We believe we 

have struck gold, but youõll be the judge of that.  

     For starters, we plan on offering an Advanced 

Riders Course (ARC) and Trike Riders Course 

(TRC), thanks to our dedicated Educators. It has 

been very difficult to find a location that isnõt cost 

prohibitive, yet safe enough for the training. Back 

by popular demand is the òCrash Scene Responseó 

class, a òFulló 1st  Aid/CPR class (4 hours) and a 

òRecertificationó (2 hour) session. This year in 

place of the òSkills Gamesó we have always held, we 

will be offering òThe Amazing Team Challengeó that 

looks like a lot of fun for riders of all experience 

levels. And since it is a òTeamó event, everyone has 

a chance to contribute. We are also blessed to have 

one of the greatest Gold Wing riders in the coun-

try as one of our Assistant District Rider Educa-

(Review Continued from page 2) 

tors ð Jerry Cowan. Jerry has offered to put on one 

of his òShowõsó to show us all how itõs done, and will 

be talking with the Gold Angles to see if they will be 

able to perform.  

     This year we are also pushing the òMentor a Mas-

teró program where each Master GWRRA member is 

encouraged to help guide a fellow member up through 

the levelõs to reach the ranks of the elite. In view of 

the Mentoring program, we are offering to have each 

current Master Tour Rider bring a non Master to the 

Masters Luncheon that will be held on Sunday -

September 5 th , so please consider who you would like 

to invite and have them sign up too. Each lunch will 

cost $20.00 per person attending, and there will be 

limited seating, so please sign up early. A sign up 

flyer is posted on the District web site at:  

(http://www.gwrra -ca.org/dist_rally/dist_rally.html ).  

     We will also be holding some old traditional events 

like the Bike Show, Best Dressed, Bingo, and a spin 

(Review Continued on page 4) 
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off of the typical Treasures Forum called 

òTreasurerõs Tidbitsó session that should help ease 

the managing of what a GWRRA Treasurer needs to 

be aware of. Oh, and donõt forget the Chapter 

Games. This year, Chapter CA2J is hosting the 

games, and they are known for their quirky way of 

looking at life, so be sure to give the members of 

CA2K some competition. I hear they are bragging 

about a òFour-Peteó.  

     Under the òNewó category this year, we will be 

offering a òGeo Caching for Beginnersó, and a News-

letter Mania session being taught by Pam         

Puterbaugh with Terri Riolo assisting which should 

be worth the price of admission in itself. There will 

also be a session offered to talk about òSafe Riding 

Appareló. Lastly, after the Ice Cream Social, we will 

be opening up one of the Classrooms for a Social 

evening of Cards, Games, and just hangõn out for 

those that just want to relax and get to know your 

fellow GWRRA friends a little better.  

     Lastly, several of our favorite Vendors will be 

attending as will several local vendors from the 

Mammoth area. Since Rene has a PHD in Retail 

Therapy, she has offered to host a tour of the local 

establishments to ensure everyone has an opportu-

nity to learn from the best. Gentlemen, you should 

be very worried, so be sure to lock up your credit 

cards.   

     So while our 2010 California District Rally will 

bring you all the òFriends for Fun, Safety, and 

Knowledgeó we have grown to enjoy, we hope òThe 

Party on the Mountainó will entice a few more of our 

friends to attend this year.  

 

òPlay Big ð Mammoth Bigó 
 

  òHang on ð weõre going for a rideó.  
  

    Bill & Rene Johnson 

(Review Continued from page 3) 
 

Team Riding! 
 

 Mount Up - Letôs 

Ride! 
By: Jim Moynagh 

 

N ote: These Group Rid-
ing articles are based on 
the teaching outline for use in the GWRRA -Region Fõs 
Rider Education Team/Group Riding Seminar.  It is 
best that each of you take advantage of the seminars 
provided at Rallies and Wing Ding. But, that is not 
possible for all of our members.  Therefore, these 
articles are included in our CA1S Newsletter.  
 

Staging from a Parking Lot  

 While staging in a parking lot riders should stay 

off their CB radios except when it is necessary.  If 

the riding order of the bikes in each group is ex-

plained properly there will be very little need for CB 

traffic.  The group leaders will coordinate the stag-

ing and departure of their group.  Group leaders need 

to be clear in explaining where the group will stage in 

the parking lot, and insure that each group member 

knows his/her numeric location in that group.  

 

Entering Traffic  

 The Back Door holds the key to when the Front 

Door leads the group out of the parking lot and into 

traffic. Because the rider designated as Back Door is 

the last bike in the group and has the best view of 

what is happening in the group. All the group mem-

bers need to be alert and ready to start moving once 

they are in their place.  

 The Front Door needs to try and insure that the 

group can depart together. This is not as easy as it 

sounds when there is plenty of traffic.  Most of our 

rides start in populated commercial areas and usually 

a restaurant parking lot.  When the Front Door 

moves into traffic the members need to follow as 

closely as possible while being safe.  Each rider is 

responsible for their own safety and their co -rider 

when they are riding two -up. 

 The Front Door will start out slow and allow the 

group to join up while they are dealing with the other 

(Team riding Continued on page 5) 



Volume XV, Issue VII                            GWRRA - CA1S                  July 2010 Page  5 

traffic on the road.  When the Back Door has exited 

the parking lot and joined the group he/she will no-

tify the Front Door by CB that the group is together.  

 

Formations: Staggered versus Single File  

 The Front Door rider makes the decision as to 

which riding formation is to be used.  Two of the 

most important factors in making this decision are 

group safety and visibility.  When the formation is 

going to be changed the Front Door must announce 

this intention by using BOTH the CB radio and Hand 

Signal.  This insures that everyone gets the informa-

tion about the change.  Even when all the bikes are 

equipped with CB radios we should not rely on them 

working properly.  Each rider in the group needs to 

repeat the Hand Signal for each formation change.  

 The staggered formation hand signal is given by 

extending the 1st and 4th fingers on the hand held 

up above the helmet. This 

formation is best used in high 

traffic situation because it 

allows for a tight group for-

mation to minimize the 

amount of space being used in 

traffic.  Other vehicles will 

be more likely to go around 

the group instead of through 

the group.  This staggered formation maintains a 

safety cushion with a tight formation.  The bikes op-

erate in either the left or right track (half of the 

lane).   

 The odd numbered bikes are in the left track and 

the even numbered bikes are in the right track.  The 

Front Door is always in the left track but the Back 

Door could be in either track, depending on the total 

number of bikes in the group.  Spacing is critical in 

any formation but most important in the staggered 

formation.  The distance between the bike in the 

same track and the opposite track determines spac-

ing.  The distance between the bikes in the same 

track is 2 seconds and the distance between the 

bikes in the opposite track is 1 second.  Proper spac-

ing is critical because it is based on reaction time 

needed for safe Stopping.  As the group speed in-

creases or decreases the distance will increase or 

decrease but the 1 or 2 second spacing should re-

(Team Riding Continued from page 4) mains the same. 

 The single file formation hand signal is given 

by extending the 1st finger held up on the hand 

above the helmet.    This 

single file formation is used 

when an increased safety 

cushion is needed.  The big-

gest advantage in this for-

mation is each rider can use 

the entire lane by not being 

restricted to one track.  It 

also increases the following 

distance between the bikes because all bikes 

should be 2 seconds from the bike in front of 

them.  There is no bike in another track that is only 

1 second away.  No bike needs to follow in the lead-

ing bikes line or track.  

 

Distinctions between formations:  

 

 Staggered Formation  

Minimum 1-second interval  

Multi -lane Roads 

Freeway/Highways  

Stop & go traffic  

In town traffic  

 Keeps group together through lights and inter-

sections  

 

 Single File  

Minimum 2-second interval  

Single lane roads  

Curves 

Parked Cars 

Parking lots  

Construction areas with narrow lanes  

HOV/Carpool lanes  

 

Separation Between Multiple Groups  

 Groups should not exceed 5 bike in each group.  

Therefore, when there are more than 5 bikes going 

on the ride more than 1 group will need to be organ-

ized.  The separation between the groups needs to 

be 7 seconds or more to allow other vehicles to 

pass between the groups.  CB communications will 

normally be possible up to a mile.  If each group 

leader understands the route from the parking lot 

(Team Riding Continued on page 6) 
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meeting, the leaders will not have to maintain visual 

contact all the time.  

 Donõt defeat the advantages of group riding by 

having a group of 7 to 15 bikes in one group.  These 

large numbers become dangerous and defeat the 

safety gained by group riding.  

 The following groups will usually be able to keep 

the leader of group #1 in sight.  Multiple groups allow 

more riders to gain experience at being Front and 

Back Door without having to plan their own ride.  

 Next month we will deal with changing lanes.    ƴ 

Be alert and ride safe!     

      Jim  
     

     A Letter From K  
                            By Nadine Galli 

 

 

H ello Koalas and Friends,  

 

We had a fantastic last weekend with our 

overnight ride to Porterville. We had 12 

bikes, started the day  with  the ride to Por-

terville, checked into the new Holiday Inn 

Express picked up lunch and headed up the 

mountain for  a picnic. The mountain still had 

snow! After lunch we headed back to the ho-

tel for a swim and a great dinner and a little 

dancing at Rusty's. The next day we headed 

to Kernville where we parted CA1S who 

headed back to Ventura by way of Hwy 5 

and126.  CA1K headed over Walker Pass and 

Mojave.  It was a 500+ mile weekend. Thank 

you Ken Freeland and Tom & Evelyn from 

CA1S.  We should plan more overnight rides 

this summer, if you have any ideas we're al-

ways open to suggestions .ƴ 
Nadine 

(Team Riding Continued from page 5) Skill Practice ð Parking  Lot Practice  

 Sessions are scheduled for:  
 July 10, 2010  

 August 14, 2010  

 September 11, 2010  

 October 9, 2010  

 November 13, 2010  

 

 These Skill Practices will start at 8 AM and 

they will not run past 11:00 AM.  They are located 

in the large parking lot behind Sacred Heart 

Church in Ventura.  It is located 10800 Hender-

son Road, Ventura.  Henderson Road is south of 

the 126 Freeway and west of Wells Road.  

 All members are welcome to attend as long as 

they comply with the safety requirements estab-

lished by GWRRA.   ƴ 

The Porterville ride  
     June 12th & 13th 

              
By Tom Gibson 

W hat a great ride. Ken Freeland 

from chapter K sent me an e-mail asking what the 

directions were to Balch Park above Porterville.  

Well to get to the basics of this when Ken belonged 

to our chapter I presented this ride to our chapter.  

Ever since then Ken has loved the ride.  I sent the 

directions to him and told him that Evelyn & I 

wanted to go.  Ken & chapter K was putting on the 

ride so they were the leaders of the ride.  For those 

that donôt know where Porterville is, it is about 50 

miles north of Bakersfield on Hwy 65.  It is the 

gateway to the Sequoia National Forest.  It ended up 

with 7 members from CA1S going, Tom& Evelyn 

Gibson, Dave Golden, Ken Thomas, Anne Speer & 

Malinda, and a great surprise, Dennis Riley.  We 

met at McDonalds in Fillmore at 8:00AM.  We had 

agreed with chapter K to meet at the rest area at  

Lebec on Hwy 5.  We arrived and only waited about 

10 minutes for chapter K.  We then headed for Por-

terville with Chapter K leading and Chapter S fol-

lowing.  Chapter K had 6 bikes & Chapter S had 4 

bikes with Anne & Malinda in a car.  After arriving 

in Porterville we all checked into our rooms at the 

new Holiday Inn Express.  We found out all the 

(Porterville Continued on page 12) 
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September 18th CA2N Party at the Barn  

Registration 8am -11:ooam at Long Barn Lodge 

(18 miles east of Sonora)  

http://www.gwrra - ca.org/rally_flyers/files/

CA2N_rally_flyer.pdf  

 

Sept 25th CA1Z Zvent FunD Raiser ñRegis 

Cycle Gear Murrieta, CA 

www.gwrracalif.bizland.com/rally_flyers/files/

CA1Z_rally_flyer.pdf  

 

October 16th CA1S 8:00am Breakfast 9:00 

Meeting  

Need an After Meeting Ride Leader  

 

November 20th CA1S 8:00am Breakfast 

9:00 Meeting  

Need an After Meeting Ride Leader  

 

December 4th CA1S Christmas Party  

Chapter celebration at Yolandaõs Mexican 

Café  2753 E. Main St., Ventura, CA  

5:30 PM, Dinner served at 6:00 PM.  $17.95 

per person, choice of 3 dinner options.        

White Elephant gift exchange to follow.  

 

Hope you all had a splendid 

4th of July this month!  

        
 

 
   

  Jackie 

Ride Angelôs Forecast 

By: Jackie Meyers 
 

CA1S  M e m b e r s :  

Parking lot practices at  

Sacred Heart Catholic Church 

located at 10800 Henderson 

Road in Ventura. This is 

reached just south of the 126 

Freeway and west off of Wells Rd. These PLPs 

will be between the hours of 8:00 AM until 

10:30 AM.  (RSVP required for attendance to Jo 

Jolitz at GL1800JO@YAHOO.COM)  

 

Dates Are:  

June 12     July 10    August 14    September 11     

October 9  November 13  

 

July 17th CA1S 8:oo am 9:00 Meeting  

After Meeting Ride Leader Tom Gibson  

 

August 21 CA1S 8:00 am Breakfast 9:00 

Meeting   After Meeting òFollow the Leaderó led 

by Larry Meyers and BBQ at Meyersõ back yard. 

 

September  3rd - 5th California District Rally 

in Mammoth  

 http://www.gwrra -ca.org/rally_flyers/

files/2010_district_rally_flyer.pdf  

 

September 18th CA1S 8:00am Breakfast 9:oo 

Meeting  

After Meeting Ride Leader ñJo Jolitz  

CA1S Meeting Statistics   

For June 2010  

 
  

 (Meeting was cancelled to support  

Chapter 1Eõs first fund raiser) 

CA1S Ride Meeting Locations by Number: 
 

#1  Fillmore  McDonald's on Hwy 126 in Fillmore. 

#2  Simi Valley McDonald's on Yosemite Ave. north of 118 Fwy. 

#3 Thousand Oaks Park & Ride at Rancho Rd. south of 101 Fwy. 

#4  Camarillo  McDonald's north of 101 Fwy. at Santa Rosa & Verdugo. 

#5 Oxnard  McDonald's at Hwy #1 & Statham Blvd. 

#6 Ventura McDonald's on Harbor Blvd. off Seaward Ave. 

#7  Carpinteria  IHOP, Casitas Pass Rd. off ramp. 

#8  Goleta   Union 76 station at the Winchester off ramp. 

http://www.gwrra-ca.org/rally_flyers/files/CA2N_rally_flyer.pdf
http://www.gwrra-ca.org/rally_flyers/files/CA2N_rally_flyer.pdf
http://www.gwrracalif.bizland.com/rally_flyers/files/CA1Z_rally_flyer.pdf
http://www.gwrracalif.bizland.com/rally_flyers/files/CA1Z_rally_flyer.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Larry%20Meyers/Documents/CA1S/News%20letter/2010%20News%20Letters/April%20Items/%20http:/www.gwrra-ca.org/rally_flyers/files/2010_district_rally_flyer.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Larry%20Meyers/Documents/CA1S/News%20letter/2010%20News%20Letters/April%20Items/%20http:/www.gwrra-ca.org/rally_flyers/files/2010_district_rally_flyer.pdf
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Chapter Shirts  
 

Purple Chapter Long Sleeve Shirts with Embroidered CA1S 

& GWRRA on the sleeves.  $15.00  They are available in 

Small, Medium, Large, X Large & 2 X.  

CA1S Chapter Store 
 

To purchase CA1S Chapter 

Store items contact  

Dave Smith at  

805 - 566 - 1115.  

Baseball caps with  

embroidered CA1S Logo  

$11.00  

CA1S Activity Calendar and  

District Ride Calendar 2010 
 

7- 10 PLP Sacred Heart Church, Ventura (RSVP)  
7- 17 Chapter Meeting and Ride (Tom Gibson)  

 
8- 14  PLP Sacred Heart Church, Ventura (RSVP)  

8- 21 Chapter Meeting & Member BBQ (Meyers)  
 

9- 1/9 - 6 Calif. District Rally * Mammoth Lakes, 
CA 

9- 11 PLP Sacred Heart Church, Ventura (RSVP)  
9- 18 Chapter Meeting and Ride (Jo Jolitz)  

9- 18 CA2N Party at the Barn* Sonora, CA  
9- 25 CA1Z Zvent  & Poker Run* Murrieta, CA  

 
10- 2 CAC Harvest Run* Sacramento, CA  

10- 3 CA2K Kamping with the Krows* Herald, CA  
10- 9 PLP Sacred Heart Church, Ventura (RSVP)  

10- 9 CA1V The V Run* Victorville, CA  
10- 16 Chapter Meeting and Ride (need leader)  

 
11- 13 PLP Sacred Heart Church, Ventura (RSVP)  

11- 20 Chapter Meeting and Ride (need leader)  
12- 4 Chapter Christmas Party Yolandaõs Ventura 
 

 *Note: District and Chapter FUNd Raiser flyers are available on 

the District Web Site.  When they are available on the District Web 
Site www.gwrra-ca.org  there will be this  *  indication 

CA1S Sunshine Report   

July 2010 

 

Birthdays:  

 

 David Smith  ...................  July 14
 Dennis Downey ................  July 15  
 Tom Gibson ....................  July 16  
 Brian Thorne  ..................  July 29  
  
Anniversaries:  

  

 Karen & Dennis Downey  ....  July 5  

 Dennis & Dianna Riley  ......  July 13  

 
  

 If your birthday or anniversary got 
overlooked it was not  intentional, we 
simply didnõt have the information.  
Drop us a line to be included on the 
list.  moynagh@roadrunner.com 
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