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Welcome to Our New Chapter Educator 

Jim Norris 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñGive Me Fiveò  by Jim Norris 

H ello everyone, and welcome!  As the new Chapter Educator 

(CE) for the CA1S Ventura, Iôm humbled by the vast motorcy-

cle experience and knowledge displayed by GWRRA riders and other motorcycle organizations Iôve meet since I 

bought my 2008 GL1800.  It makes me think of my first riding experiences in Southern Wisconsin in 1973 on a new 

Honda CB-350 Twin.  I tend to see things in a positive light anyhow, but Iôm realizing, as I write this article, how far 

motorcycles and motorcycle safety has come since then. 

GWRRA has a wonderful program called ñGive Me Five!ò when discussing motorcycle safety and education.  

Hummmm?  Five minutes of thought about safety.  Okay!  For me, that five minutes starts with ñwhat are the safety 

issues and problems we hope to understand, prepare for, and solve?ò  The root causes of accidents, injuries, and riding 

concerns.  Iôve had to ask that question a lot over my thirty two year aerospace career.  So, I looked up ñMotorcycle 

Safetyò on the internet, and one of my favorite websites popped up.  Wikipedia.  Itôs not the gospel, but it often pro-

vides wonderful insight and a great starting place.  To my surprise, the references and statistics seemed to be some-

what dated.  As I read the information, I remembered my past riding experiences.  No windshield, rain on my face 

without rain gear, amazed how stable the bike seemed, but concerned about what I would do if something went wrong.  

My concerns back then seemed to be gravel and not holding the lane in a tight turn.  Both issues that GWRRA and 

MSF address regularly, but I realize that I never stopped back then to think about possible riding and safety issues.  

The same issues that  I feel lucky today to be so well prepared for. 

 

(Educator Continued on page 2) 
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District  

Directorôs  

Review 

By:  Bill & Rene  

Johnson, California  

District Director 

 

 

    G reetings everyone, its nice to be back 

home after our voyage to Wing Ding & beyond. As 

most of you know, Rene & I embarked on a one 

month, 5,000 mile hiatus to Iowa to enjoy all the 

festivities Wing Ding 32 had to offer as well as 

other distractions we found along the way.  

 

     Many of you tracked our voyage on our SPOT 

Global Tracking system, and we enjoyed the e -mail 

chat as we traveled. Anyway, we started out on June 

16th  heading for Reneõs family reunion in Priest 

River, Idaho but only made it about 150 miles when 

my alternator died on my GL 1800. Yes, alternators 

on 1800õs die too, or so I found out. Anyway, thank 

goodness we have the GWRRA Tow Buster service, 

they sent out a flat bed truck and picked up my 

Wing (NAPATOY) & trailer (TAILGUN) and hauled 

me to the closest Honda repair shop in Redding. Un-

fortunately, the shop didnõt have a replacement in 

stock, so I had to leave the bike there for a few 

days until they got a new one in and completed the 

fix.  

     So we rented a car in Redding and 

continued our trip to Idaho to attend 

the reunion.  I  returned to Redding a 

few days later to retrieve NAPATOY 

and TAILGUN which were all polished 

up and ready to ride. I left the shop at 

around 9:00 AM and pulled into Priest 

River 12 hours later completing my  

(Review Continued on page 3) 

 

The CA1S newsletter is distributed at no charge to GWRRA members who regularly attend chapter functions, our advertisers, and inter-

ested supporters. Our goal is to publish the week before the chapter meeting, which is normally the third Saturday of the month.  Newslet-

ters will be distributed at the monthly meeting and copies will be mailed to regular attendees not in attendance.  The newsletter will be 

available in PDF format on the Chapter web site prior to each meeting.  Contributions for this Newsletter are gratefully accepted, and 

should reach the editor no later than the first day of each month. Text only files via e-mail are preferred. Intellectual property rights 

and responsibility for accuracy of published material remain with the author. 

Newsletter Advertising Rates 
 

Size Month Quarter Year 

Business Card $10.00 $20.00 $50.00 

One Half Page 2.5ò x 7ò $16.00 $35.00 $100.00 

Full Page 4.5òx7ò $25.00 $60.00 $200.00 
 

Rates are based on camera ready artwork. Payment, in advance, by check 

payable to GWRRA CA1S, delivered to Newsletter Editor, Larry Meyers 

at 3631 Pier Walk, Oxnard, CA 93035 is required. New artwork must be 

Below you will find a partial list of the Wikipedia  

information that I read when looking up Motorcycle 

Safety.  The data is old, but the message is still appli-

cable. 

Iôm hoping that each of you will share in a similar 

epiphany.  To share a ñsudden, intuitive perception of 

or insight into the reality or essential meaning of 

something, usually initiated by some simple, homely, 

or commonplace occurrence or experience.  To let 

your memories and riding experiences surface as you 

ñGive Me Five!ò 

___________________________________________ 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia.  Follow http://

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Motorcycle_safety  and http://

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

List_of_findings_in_the_Hurt_Report to view the 

source information quoted, summarized, and/or dis-

cussed below: 

Hurt Report  

ñThe Hurt Report  was a motorcycle safety study con-

ducted in the United States, initiated in 1976 and pub-

lished in 1981.  The report is named after its primary 

author, Professor Harry Hurt.ò 

ñThe study was initiated by the Department Of Trans-

portation's National Highway Traffic Safety Admini-

stration, which contracted with the University of 

Southern California Traffic Safety Center ð the work 

was ultimately conducted by USC professor Harry 

Hurt.ò 

ñThe Hurt Report findings significantly advanced the state 

(Educator Continued from page 1) 

 

(Educator Continued on page 11) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Motorcycle_safety
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Motorcycle_safety
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_findings_in_the_Hurt_Report
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_findings_in_the_Hurt_Report
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_findings_in_the_Hurt_Report
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longest ride to date in one day ð 730 miles. By the 

way, Rene didnõt accompany me on that leg of the 

leg of the trip, she stayed in Idaho visiting her 

family while I enjoyed the beautiful back country 

of Oregon.  

 

     We left Idaho on June 25 th  heading for Des 

Moines, and arrived on June 28 th .  I was almost 

sorry to finish that leg of the ride end, the 

weather had been perfect (between 72 & 82 deg), 

and how can you beat a ride through Montana & 

Wyoming on a Goldwing.  

 

     Wing Ding was typical this year with what 

seemed like hundreds of vendors, and thousands of 

GWRRA members (8,200 to be more specific) gath-

ered in one mid -western town. The hi -light for us 

was to be able to watch a few of our own show the 

rest of the country how to ride.  As you are proba-

bly already aware, Jerry Cowen (CA -1M / Assistant 

(Review Continued from page 2) 

District Educator) earned the Goldwing 1500 1up 

(Expert) award again this year, and then Lois climbed 

on board to help win the 2up (Experienced) FIRST 

PLACE TOP-GUN honors. If you have ever seen Jerry 

spin that 1500 of his, you know Lois must be one 

brave woman. OH yea, before I forget, Jerry also 

secured a place in history with one other òWinó. He 

was also honored with the highly coveted òCone     

Killeró award for knocking over the most cones while 

competing. Donõt let that fool you, he knocked them 

over with his antennas ð try to top that.  

 

      Not to be out -done, Val Tait (also CA -1M) on his 

Black-Cherry GL -1800 earned his first ever 1up 

(Experienced) FIRST PLACE TOP -GUN trophy, then 

proceeded to have his bride (Barb) climb onboard and 

help win SECOND PLACE in the 2up TOP-GUN 

(Experienced) competition! You have no idea how 

proud we are that they ride for the best state in the 

(Review Continued on page 4) 
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country.  

 

     On a related note, here is my plug to get you all 

to send in your District Rally reservations. I am hon-

ored to announce that Jerry Cowan and the òGold 

Anglesó will be performing at our District Rally in 

Mammoth this year, so be sure to come out and 

watch them in action.  

 

     Back to our trip, we finished our route by staying 

a couple days with some of Reneõs cousinõs (Bob & Pat 

Morrison ð Montrose, IA) where òSheriffó Nick 

Riolo & I were honored to be official awarded the 

title of òCannoneerõsó. You see, Cousin Bob is a col-

lector of 1800õs vintage Howitzersõ & Mortars, so he 

allowed us to play òBigó on the 4th  of July. (we just 

have to keep those 1800õs in the family).  

 

     We finished our ride home via Ouray, CO where 

we spent a couple days with some friends I used to 

work with back in my Long Beach Naval Shipyard 

days. We then made our way through Tonopah, NV 

and over the Sonora Pass to home òjust because we 

have never gone that way beforeó. Again, beautiful 

country, and great weather.  

 

     All & all, the trip was perfect in every way 

(except that alternator thing). Great country, great 

friends, wonderful family, and bragging rights for 

California. How can you top that???  

 

     So I guess the next time you will hear from us 

will be up n Mammoth. When Rene & I were consid-

ering stepping up as DDõs, the overwhelming majority 

of you begged us to find a new location to hold the 

District Rally. Well, we hope Mammoth fits the bill, 

they are sure going out of their way to show us a 

good time, now its up to for you to keep your end of 

the bargain and help us òParty on the Mountainó.  

 

òPlay Big ð Mammoth Bigó 
 

  òHang on ð weõre going for a rideó.   

              Bill & Rene Johnson 

(Review Continued from page 3) 
 

Team Riding! 
 

 Basic Lane Changes 
By: Jim Moynagh 

 

N ote: These Group Rid-
ing articles are based on 
the teaching outline for 
use in the GWRRA-Region Fõs Rider Education Team/
Group Riding Seminar.  It is best that each of you 
take advantage of the seminars provided at Rallies 
and Wing Ding. But, that is not possible for all of our 
members.  Therefore, these articles are included in 
our CA1S Newsletter.  
 

    T here are several methods for  

making lane changes while participating in a 

group ride.  Nomenclature is a first step if we 

are going to understand each other.  Under-

standing how the lanes are numbered is probably 

the basic concept to agree on when talking about 

lane changes.  Saying one lane to the left or 

right works in many situations but numbering 

the lanes will work in nearly any situation.  

 Lanes are numbered from the left to the 

right starting with #1 being the lane furthest to 

the left and each lane to the right increasing by 

one number.  So on a Freeway with 4 lanes going 

in the same direction the lanes would be identi-

fied from the left #1, #2, #3 & #4 being the 

furthest to the right.  There is an exception, 

the HOV/carpool lane(s) that are not counted 

with the general use lanes because of their re-

stricted use.  

 

Lane Change 
 When the Front Door decides the group 

needs to change lanes that rider will communi-

cate by CB radio with the Back Door that the 

group needs to move to a particular lane.  The 

Back Door can also recommend a lane change.  

(Team riding Continued on page 5) 
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But, all lane change decisions are made by the 

Front Door.   

 When the Back Door receives the request 

for a lane change they will acknowledge having 

received the request.  When the lane is open the 

Back Door will move into the requested lane and 

notify the Front Door that the òlane is securedó.  

If other vehicles occupy the lane the Back Door 

will radio the Front Door to òstand byó while the 

Back Door waits for an opening.  After the Back 

Door has secured the requested lane they will 

radio the Front Door that this lane is secured 

and indicate what vehicle must pass each rider 

to allow the rider to move into the new lane.  

 

Note:  The Back Door must move to and oc-
cupy the target lane before declaring it se-
cure and instructing others to start making 
the lane change.  
 
 Riders must do a careful head check to in-

sure it is safe to change lanes.  Part of this 

alertness to safety includes not crossing into 

the 1-second area behind the bike in front and 

occupying the other track in the direction of 

the lane change.  Remember the 2 -second spac-

ing rule for vehicles directly in front of your 

bike.  This is necessary for adequate reaction 

time and stopping distance. See illustration to 

right showing the spacing of bikes in a Stag-

gered Formation and Single File.    

     When moving to a lane on the right, bike #3 

should move when bike #2 moves to the right.  

When moving to a lane on the left, the #4 bike 

should move when the #3 bike moves to the 

left.  And, the #2 bike should move when the 

Front Door moves to the left lane.  The Back 

Door is the only bike that would need to in-

crease following distance to create the 2 -

second spacing.  In a 5 bike group the Back Door 

will need to increase following distance when 

crossing behind bike #4 on a move to the right 

(Team Riding Continued from page 4) lane. 

 The second method of making lane changes 

is from the front to the back.   Front to back 

lane changes are needed occasionally usually 

where time or distance doesnõt allow for the 

lane change to take place from the back to the 

front.  When a front to back lane change is 

needed the Front Door will notify the group by 

CB Radio that the front to back lane change is 

going to be made.  The Back Door will notify 

the Front Door if the lane is clear to allow the 

entire group to move together into the in-

tended lane either to the right or left.   

 If the lane is not clear, for the group to 

move as a unit, and the group must move, the 

front door will move to the new lane and the 

following bikes in the group will move to the 

new lane as it is safe to move.  This will usually 

result in the group having one or more cars 

(Team Riding Continued on page 6) 



Volume XV, Issue  VIII                           GWRRA ï CA1S                       August 2010 Page 6 

mixed in the group.  The group will need to reor-

ganize as they move forward toward their desti-

nation.  The best use of the front to the back 

lane change is where a new lane opens up on the 

highway where the group needs to move.  

 

Potential CB Dialog  
Front Door: Secure lane #__.  

Back Door: Standby ð indicates effective 

communication but no one is to move yet.  

Back Door: Lane #__ Secured.  Move over 

from the rear.  

or  

Back Door: Standby.  After _____ car     
description ____,  Lane # ___ is secure.  

 

Key points for Group Members  
No one changes lanes until the Back Door an-

nounces that the lane is secure.  

If the lane is not secure, Back Door will com-

municate this and wait to secure the lane.  

The Back Door communicates when the lane 

is secure and instructs the Group to move 

over òfrom the rearó. 

The Group members will fill into traffic 

space created by the Back Door first 

moving to the target lane.  

Minimize the chance that cars will jump into 

the target lane within the Group.  

The Back Door does NOT block traffic.  

There is nothing wrong with WAITING for 

an opening in traffic.  

 

Responsibilities of Group Members  
Maintain spacing and be alert for lane 

changes and Front & Back Door announce-

ments. 

Ride your own ride!  

Donõt move until the Back Door announces 

òlane is securedó. 

Donõt move until you have done your own per-

sonal head check. 

(Team Riding Continued from page 5) 

Skill Practice ð Parking  Lot Practice  

 Sessions are scheduled for:  
 July 10, 2010  

 August 14, 2010  

 September 11, 2010  

 October 9, 2010  

 November 13, 2010  

 

 These Skill Practices will start at 8 AM and 

they will not run past 11:00 AM.  They are located 

in the large parking lot behind Sacred Heart 

Church in Ventura.  It is located 10800 Hender-

son Road, Ventura.  Henderson Road is south of 

the 126 Freeway and west of Wells Road.  

 All members are welcome to attend as long as 

they comply with the safety requirements estab-

lished by GWRRA.   ƴ 

Make sure lane is still safe when it is your 

turn.  

Wait for riders to fill into target lane from 

the rear in front of the Back Door.  

Donõt cross over the 1-second spacing.  Move 

together with the bike ahead of you that 

is in the other track.  

Donõt force your way into traffic.  There is 

nothing wrong with waiting for an opening.  

 

Lane Change As a Group  
 In situations where there is little or no traf-

fic there will occasionally be times when the en-

tire Group can move from one lane to another as 

a group.  After the Front Door requests a lane 

change the Back Door will secure the lane.  If 

there is no traffic, the Back Door will announce 

that the lane change can be made òas a Groupó.  

All the Group members should STILL do their 

head checks.   All the bikes should move to-

gether following the movement of the Front 

Door. 

 

Overview  

 All of these procedures need to be 

worked on by all of us.  The ones of us filling the 

(Team Riding Continued on page 8) 
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After Meeting Ride Leader ñJo Jolitz  

 

September 18th CA2N Party at the Barn  

Registration 8am -11:ooam at Long Barn Lodge 

(18 miles east of Sonora)  

http://www.gwrra - ca.org/rally_flyers/files/

CA2N_rally_flyer.pdf  

 

Sept 25th CA1Z Zvent FunD Raiser ñRegis 

Cycle Gear Murrieta, CA 

www.gwrracalif.bizland.com/rally_flyers/files/

CA1Z_rally_flyer.pdf  

 

October 16th CA1S 8:00am Breakfast 9:00 

Meeting  

After Meeting Ride 

LeaderñDave Golden 
 

 

 

November 20th CA1S 

8:00am Breakfast 9:00 Meeting  

After Meeting Ride Leader - Jim Moynagh  

 

December 4th CA1S Christmas Party  

Chapter celebration at Yolandaõs Mexican 

Café  2753 E. Main St., Ven-

tura, CA  

5:30 PM, Dinner served at 6:00 

PM.  $17.95 per person, choice 

of 3 dinner options.        White 

Elephant gift exchange to fol-

low.  ƴ 

    Jackie 

Ride Angelôs Forecast 

By: Jackie Meyers 
 

CA1S  M e m b e r s :  

Parking lot practices at  

Sacred Heart Catholic Church 

located at 10800 Henderson 

Road in Ventura. This is 

reached just south of the 126 

Freeway and west off of Wells Rd. These PLPs 

will be between the hours of 8:00 AM until 

10:30 AM.  (RSVP required for attendance to 

Jim Norris at h20skier555@yahoo.com )  

 

Dates Are:  

August 14        September 11      October 9          

November 13 

 

August 21 CA1S 8:00 am Breakfast 9:00 

Meeting   After Meeting òFollow the Leaderó led 

by Larry Meyers and BBQ at Smithõs back yard. 

 

September  3rd - 5th California District Rally 

in Mammoth    Come on out to one of the best 

venueõs weõve had for a district rally.  The town 

of Mammoth Lakes and the surrounding area  

offers some of the most unique and scenic     

riding.  

 http://www.gwrra -ca.org/rally_flyers/

files/2010_district_rally_flyer.pdf  

 

September 18th CA1S 8:00am Breakfast 9:oo 

Meeting  

CA1S Meeting Statistics   

For July 2010  
  

 CA1S Members  ...................  19

 Visiting GWRRA Members .......  .  12

 Non- GWRRA Visitors  ...............  0

 Bikes & Trikes  ....................  21

CA1S Ride Meeting Locations by Number: 
 

#1  Fillmore  McDonald's on Hwy 126 in Fillmore. 

#2  Simi Valley McDonald's on Yosemite Ave. north of 118 Fwy. 

#3 Thousand Oaks Park & Ride at Rancho Rd. south of 101 Fwy. 

#4  Camarillo  McDonald's north of 101 Fwy. at Santa Rosa & Verdugo. 

#5 Oxnard  McDonald's at Hwy #1 & Statham Blvd. 

#6 Ventura McDonald's on Harbor Blvd. off Seaward Ave. 

#7  Carpinteria  IHOP, Casitas Pass Rd. off ramp. 

#8  Goleta   Union 76 station at the Winchester off ramp. 

http://www.gwrra-ca.org/rally_flyers/files/CA2N_rally_flyer.pdf
http://www.gwrra-ca.org/rally_flyers/files/CA2N_rally_flyer.pdf
http://www.gwrracalif.bizland.com/rally_flyers/files/CA1Z_rally_flyer.pdf
http://www.gwrracalif.bizland.com/rally_flyers/files/CA1Z_rally_flyer.pdf
mailto:h20skier555@yahoo.com
file:///C:/Users/Larry%20Meyers/Documents/CA1S/News%20letter/2010%20News%20Letters/April%20Items/%20http:/www.gwrra-ca.org/rally_flyers/files/2010_district_rally_flyer.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Larry%20Meyers/Documents/CA1S/News%20letter/2010%20News%20Letters/April%20Items/%20http:/www.gwrra-ca.org/rally_flyers/files/2010_district_rally_flyer.pdf
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Chapter Shirts  
 

Purple Chapter Long Sleeve Shirts with Embroidered CA1S & GWRRA 

on the sleeves.  $15.00  Available in Sm, M, Lrg, X Lrg & 2 X.  

Baseball caps with  

embroidered CA1S Logo  

$11.00  

CA1S Activity Calendar and  

District Ride Calendar 2010 
 

 

8- 14  PLP Sacred Heart Church, Ventura (RSVP)  
8- 21 Chapter Meeting & Chapter BBQ (Meyers)  

 
9- 3- 6th Calif District Rally * Mammoth Lakes, CA  

9- 11 PLP Sacred Heart Church, Ventura (RSVP)  
9- 18 Chapter Meeting and Ride (Jo Jolitz)  

9- 18 CA2N Party at the Barn* Sonora, CA  
9- 25 CA1Z Zvent  & Poker Run* Murrieta, CA  

 
10- 2 CAC Harvest Run* Sacramento, CA  

10- 3 CA2K Kamping with the Krows* Herald, CA  
10- 9 PLP Sacred Heart Church, Ventura (RSVP)  
10- 9 CA1V The V Run* Victorville, CA  

10- 16 Chapter Meeting and Ride (need leader)  
 

11- 13 PLP Sacred Heart Church, Ventura (RSVP)  
11- 20 Chapter Meeting and Ride (need leader)  

12- 4 Chapter Christmas Party Yolandaõs Ventura 
 

 *Note: District and Chapter FUNd Raiser flyers are available on 

the District Web Site.  When they are available on the District Web 
Site www.gwrra-ca.org  there will be this  *  indication 

CA1S Sunshine Report   

August 2010 

 

Birthdays:  

 

 Anne Speer  ...................  Aug 1  
 Dennis Riley  ...................  Aug 12  
 Jane Thomas  ..................  Aug 16  
 Kelly Hoover  ..................  Aug 24  
 Darrell Johnson  ...............  Aug 27  
  
Anniversaries:  

  

 (no one reported getting hitched  

 this month)  
  

 If your birthday or anniversary got 
overlooked it was not  intentional, we 
simply didnõt have the information.  
Drop us a line to be included on the 
list.  moynagh@roadrunner.com 

positions of Front Door and Back 

Door have to keep these proce-

dures in mind and practice them 

with the other group members.  

The better we get with all of this 

the safer we will all be while 

Group Riding.   ƴ 

Be alert and ride safe!     

     Jim 

(Team Riding Continued from page 6) 

CA1S Chapter Store 
 

To purchase CA1S 

Chapter Store items 

contact  

Dave Smith at  

805 - 566 - 1115.  
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Mammoth Lakes (flyer on page 9) over the Labor Day 

weekend.  Besides the educational classes there will 

be plenty of activities and outstanding riding.  Devilôs 

post pile, June Lake, Mono Lake, Bodie Ghost Town 

and Convict Lake are just a few of the places you can 

tour while in the area.  Jim Norris and I will be taking 

the ARC (advanced riding course) while Jackie shops 

in town or just relaxes in the alpine village atmosphere 

of Mammoth Lakes.  We will be leaving ride location 

#1 at 0630 hrs to beat the heat and arrive in time for 

the classroom portion of our class.  This will also give 

us time to have lunch at Raymondôs Deli in Bishop.  

Many have said the food is better than Schatz, my 

usual stop, so Iôll have to check it out.  After all itôs 

GWRRA tradition to find the best eating stops on a 

ride! 

     Talking of good eating, the after meeting ride this 

(Editorôs Notes Continued on page 14) 

Editorôs Notes 
        By Larry Meyers 

 

    W ell Iôve 
been traveling a lot lately. 

As you may recall in June 

the family and I were in 

Alaska. Then in July and 

August we were in Colo-

rado at a Blue Knights 

Convention.  After the convention in Grand Junction 

we spent a week in Steamboat Springs, Colorado be-

fore heading home through Arches National Park and 

Monument Valley, Utah.  We had a lot of fun and the 

sights were breath taking. 

    Donôt forget about the California District Rally in 

Chapter CA1S Meeting Location  

Carrowõs Restaurant  

2401 E. Harbor Blvd., Ventura  

Directions   

 

From north of Ventura:  

South Bound on 101 Fwy. take Seaward Ave. off ramp.   

Turn left at stoplight onto E. Harbor Blvd. And continue through 

the next stop sign at the intersection of Seaward and Harbor 

Blvd.  Go past the Gas station and Carrows is on the right.  

  

From south of Ventura:  

North Bound on 101 Fwy. take Seaward Ave. off ramp.   

Turn left at stoplight continue to E. Harbor Blvd. and turn left.   

Go past the Gas station and Carrows is on the right.  


