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  Give Me Five, Rider Education 
 By Jim Norris 

 

H i everyone.  Itõs hard to believe another month 
has come and gone.  I started the month riding up to 

the GWRRA California District Rally with several CA1S 

members.  We had a fun  ride, and Larry, Jackie and I 

arrived just in time to take the Advanced Riderõs 

Course (ARC) starting on Friday at 1:30 p.m.  Saturday 

Larry and I took the Crash Scene Response Class, and 

Sunday Larry & Jackie Meyers, David Golden & Anne 

Speer, and I got out on a ride to Mono Lake.  A week 

later I attended a CPR Course presented by Jim    

Moynagh with several other GWRRA members.  Great classes and memories!  

 

The last two months I personally wrote Newsletter Articles regarding my need to understand the  

basics of how and why accidents happen.  Not surprising to most experienced motorcycle riders, two 

major themes surfaced.  The lack of motorcycle òvisibilityó to typical drivers, and a lack of accident 

avoidance measures performed by motorcyclist themselves.  So, I decided to present one of the 

GWRRA òGive Me 5ó Articles in this monthõs newsletter. 

 

Enjoy the article and take a moment to reflect on your riding techniques, skills, and visibility.  Hope 

to see you at PLP practice this month!  

 

           Jim Norris, CE  

           GWRRA CA1S 
 

(Educator Continued on page 2) 
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¶ Motorcycles make up about 3% of the 

"normal" traffic flow.  

People "see" what they expect to see; things 

like cars and trucks  

Unless the rider does something to visually 

stand out, he can be easily overlooked.  

 

¶ Motorcycles ARE much harder to see than 

cars/trucks because of their smaller size. A 

motorcycle can easily be "lost" in the back-

ground even with the headlight on.  

Many motorcycles are colors that lend them-

selves to blending into the environment. Par-

ticularly dark colored machines (black is the 

color of pavement after all).  

Many motorcyclist wear dark colored helmets 

(or no helmet at all, but we won't discuss those 

here) AND dark colored clothing.  A number of 

studies in the US and abroad have shown that a 

light colored (white, silver, yellow) helmet is 

more noticeable (during daylight hours) than a 

dark colored (black, dark red, dark blue) hel-

met.  Why? The driver sees this bright colored 

"orb" floating above the traffic (most riders 

heads are higher than the hoods/windshields of 

cars).  It's DIFFERENT.  

 

Lastly (and sadly), most motorcyclists are not 

skilled in emergency maneuvers.  

Over 13% of the motorcyclists in-

volved in fatal crashes made NO ef-

fort to avoid the collision. They did-

n't brake, they didn't swerve, they 

just rode right into the collision.  

That's because, after they've got-

ten their license, they don't prac-

(Educator Continued on page 3) 

 

The CA1S newsletter is distributed at no charge to GWRRA members who regularly attend chapter functions, our advertisers, and inter-

ested supporters. Our goal is to publish the week before the chapter meeting, which is normally the third Saturday of the month.  Newslet-

ters will be distributed at the monthly meeting and copies will be mailed to regular attendees not in attendance.  The newsletter will be 

available in PDF format on the Chapter web site prior to each meeting.  Contributions for this Newsletter are gratefully accepted, and 

should reach the editor no later than the first day of each month. Text only files via e-mail are preferred. Intellectual property rights 

and responsibility for accuracy of published material remain with the author. 

Newsletter Advertising Rates 
 

Size Month Quarter Year 

Business Card $10.00 $20.00 $50.00 

One Half Page 2.5ò x 7ò $16.00 $35.00 $100.00 

Full Page 4.5òx7ò $25.00 $60.00 $200.00 
 

Rates are based on camera ready artwork. Payment, in advance, by check 

payable to GWRRA CA1S, delivered to Newsletter Editor, Larry Meyers 

at 3631 Pier Walk, Oxnard, CA 93035 is required. New artwork must be 

 

RE:  GWRRA òGIVE ME 5ó MONTHLY TALK 
TOPICS  

http://www.gwrra.org/regional/ridered/
ChapterTalks.html  

 
TOPIC NUMBER 10:   

THE INVISIBLE MOTORCYCLIST  

By Jim Culp  

 

"I   never saw him. He came out of no-

where!" That's probably the most common 

statements heard at a collision between an 

automobile and a motorcyclist. They're usually 

made by the operator of the auto because the 

motorcyclist is unconscious (or worse).  

 

As riders we wonder, "How can they  NOT see 

us?  Are they  just not looking?"  

 

A lack of attention on the part of the driver 

does explain some of the car/bike collisions; 

the distracted driver, cell 'phones, unruly chil-

dren, etc. All these can contribute BUT some 

responsibility belongs to the motorcyclist as 

well. 

 

I know. I know. That's heresy.  Let me explain.  

(Educator Continued from page 1) 
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tice those kinds of maneuvers regularly (or 

ever). Motorcycling is a SKILL. It takes prac-

tice.  

 

So how can you NOT be the Invisible Motorcy-

clist?  

¶ Position your bike so it can be seen and 

identified in the traffic stream.  

¶ Wear bright colors  

¶ Consider getting a brightly colored bike  

¶ PRACTICE your emergency maneuvers 

¶  

Or you could take the advice I got once from a 

very experienced rider. He told me not to 

"ride like I was invisible." He told me to ride 

like they can see me and are actively planning 

to do something to take me out." ƴ 

  Stay Happy by Staying Safe     Jim  

(Educator Continued from page 2) 

 



Volume XV, Issue  X                           GWRRA ï CA1S                       October 2010 Page 4 

 COY CA1A Jim & Joanne MacLean 

 IOY  CA1I  Rich Mason 

 Mascot Game  CA1M (go figure)  

 Newsletter    CA1Z 

 Largest Chapter   CA2K 

 Chapter Pride    CA1M 

 Best Dressed everything  CA2W 

 Chapter Games  CA2N 

 Beat the District  CAC,CA1C,CA1D, 

    CA1Y, CA2J, CA2N  

 Mascot Photo Contest  CA1L 

 Amazing Team Challenge CA1M 

 Bike Show CA1S Dave Golden (Stock 

   1500 class) 

 

     This was our first District Rally as DDõs, and 

we sure learned a lot. Some things went ex-

tremely well, while others need some polishing, 

but we promise to strive to continue to make the 

District Rally one of the most Fun weekends you 

have all year.       

 

     We would like to thank the Gold Angelõs for 

putting on an incredible performance and show-

ing the localõs how a big bike can be ridden with 

a lot of practice. We would also like to thank all 

the vendors for giving our members somewhere 

to spend their money all day long.  

 

     Many of you have asked if we will be going 

back to Mammoth next year, but at this time 

since I still need to negotiate a contract, it 

would be premature to commit to anything. But I 

promise to do my best to ensure the best venue 

possible for the money. In the mean time, please 

continue to òSupport your ôNot-Soõ Local Chap-

tersó and start playing the District Games early.  

      

Until next time we meet,  

 

    òHang on ð weõre going for a rideó.   

             Bill & Rene Johnson 

District  

Directorôs  

Review 

By:  Bill & Rene  

Johnson, California  

District Director 

 

    T hank you, thank you, thank you. 

Well, we made it through our first District 

Rally, so now maybe we can relax for a few 

days. We would like to thank everyone that 

attended and contributed to the District Rally. 

We were blessed with a wonderful Hotel 

staff, incredible rides and even more incredi-

ble weather. And how about those hotel rooms 

ð huh? 

     Rene & I have sure learned the value of 

having a great staff. It was extremely heart 

warming for us to see all the Burnt Orange 

shirts everywhere we turned. It made us 

proud to hear how easy it was for the Hotel 

Staff & GW members to quickly find help 

whenever it was needed.  

     Our District Educators worked tirelessly to 

host both an ARC and a TRC for the first time 

in a long time at a District Rally. They arrived 

early, and worked late into the evenings to en-

sure the ranges were ready and safe.  We owe 

them a huge thank you for a job well done.  

     Our Medic First Aid team not only held Re-

newal and Full Session CPR training, but they 

also held a CPR Instructors Seminar where 5 

new instructors were added to our incredible 

pool of California Educators.  

     Along with all the training, we were still 

able to relax a little and enjoy the most impor-

tant part of a District Rally, and that is visit-

ing with friends we havenõt seen in a few 

monthõs.  

     OK, here is a quick recap of òsomeó of the 

winners at this yearõs rally.  
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Group Riding  
Emergency Procedures 

By: Jim Moynagh 
 

Note: These Group Riding 
articles are based on the 
teaching outline for use in 
the GWRRA-Region Fõs 
Rider Education Team/
Group Riding Seminar.  It 
is best that each of you 
take advantage of the seminars provided at Rallies 
and Wing Ding. But, that is not possible for all of 
our members.  Therefore, these articles are in-
cluded in our CA1S Newsletter.  
 

 

 E mergency situations fall into two cate-

gories.  The first category is non -injury situa-

tions, which usually result from mechanical of 

medical issues.  The second category is an in-

jury situation, which is the one we hope never, 

happens.  Each of these situations is handled in 

different ways.  The response of the other 

members riding in the group needs to be dif-

ferent in these two situations.  The similarity 

between the two types of situations is the 

Front Door and Back Door remain in charge of 

the group and the other group members, riders 

and co-riders, follow their instructions.   

 

Non- Injury Situations : 

 These situations result from either me-

chanical or medical issues.  By medical issues I 

am talking about non -injury medical conditions.  

The rider with one of these problems, when 

possible, should notify the Front and Back 

Doors of the problem by using the CB radio.  

This is not always possible.  The group member 

with the problem may not have a CB, the CB 

may not work or there may not be enough time 

available.   

 In any case the rider with the problem 

should move out of the group to a safe location.  

The Back Door will stop and stay with the dis-

abled rider.  The Front Door leads the other 

members of the group to a safe location fur-

ther down the road.  The ideal situation will 

allow the Front and Back Door to communicate 

through the use of CB radios.   

 If the problem can be corrected the rider 

and the Back Door will rejoin the group and 

the group ride will continue.  When this is not 

possible the group will resolve the situation in 

the best possible way.  

 

Injury Situation:  

 This situation is the one described with 

the worst four words you will ever hear .   They 

are Bike Down ð Bike Down .  Down is used in 

only one context, which is when a bike goes 

down when in use.  When a bike is stopped on 

the right side of the road for any other rea-

son donõt describe it as being broken DOWN.  

When a bike is DOWN we have an emergency 

and we donõt want to confuse the situation.  

We assume there are probably injuries when a 

bike goes DOWN.  This requires quick and   

decisive action that should not be started 

when there is only a mechanical or equipment 

problem.   

 When there is a Bike Down emergency we 

need to know what to do and what NOT  to do.  

All members of the group should find a safe 

place to stop and then wait for further       

instructions.  The Front and Back Door will   

manage the situation.  The Back Door will    

assess the situation and the Front Door will 

dispatch help as needed.  Everyone needs to 

stay off  his or her CB and wait for instruc-

tions.   

 There are several things to be considered 

which include:  

What First Aid and or CPR need to be   

provided?  

(Group Riding Continued on page 6) 
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Who in the group can best provide these 

services?  

What are the traffic hazards at the location 

and how to safely control the traffic 

moving in both directions?  

What is the best way to summons help?  

CB Radio 

Cell Phone  

Road side emergency phone or  

Send someone to another location to call 

for assistance.  

What towing coverage does the bike owner 

have? 

Does the rider and/or co -rider have an 

Emergency Information form on the 

bike? 

 

 Everyone must allow the Front and Back Door 

to manage the situation.  The last thing that is 

needed at a Bike Down location  is a bunch of 

people running around interfering with each 

other and jeopardizing the safety of the rider 

and/or co -rider.  Donõt go back to help unless 

explicitly instructed to do so by the Front Door.   

 Remember to stay calm, stay organized, 

and await assessment and further instruction. ƴ 

 

      Be alert and ride safe!     

       Jim 

(Group Riding Continued from page 5) 

Skill Practice ð Parking  Lot Practice  

 Sessions are scheduled for:  
 October 9, 2010  

 November 13, 2010  

 

 These Skill Practices will start at 8 AM and 

they will not run past 11:00 AM.  They are located 

in the large parking lot behind Sacred Heart 

Church in Ventura.  It is located 10800 Hender-

son Road, Ventura.  Henderson Road is south of 

the 126 Freeway and west of Wells Road.  

 All members are welcome to attend as long as 

they comply with the safety requirements estab-

lished by GWRRA.  RSVP h20skier555@yahoo.com 

 

    What A nice campground they had with log cabins  

you could rent.  We set up camp, then Ken and I de-

cided to go for a swim.  Boy was that water cold.  We 

swam for about half an hour before we got out, dried 

off, went back to camp and I started dinner.  We had 

rib eye steaks, mushrooms and beans  (Ask Ken how he 

liked the mushrooms).  After dinner Ken took a nap 

and when Ken got up he said, "Boy, I've turned into A 

city slicker.", ( what he meant by this was when he 

was getting out of his tent, he got a little dirt on his 

knees and feet ).  Well any way, it was time for us to 

retire for the night.   The next morning I got up to 

put coffee - water on fire.  I tell you what, Folger`s 

instant coffee is pretty good.  

 

By 8:15 AM  we were pulling out of the KOA and ac-

cording to my GPS the time of arrival to the Long 

Barn was 1 hr and 41 min.  A quarter of the way down 

the road from KOA my GPS was telling me to turn 

left.  Well I did not Listen to it.  By the 3rd time, I 

did turn left and then I stopped.  The road looked 

like a one lane farm road.  I said to Ken & Jane this 

does not look right, so we decided to stay on 108 for 

about 30 miles.  We came upon a pay -station for Yo-

semite, so we made a bathroom stop and we decided 

that I should listen to my GPS.  It was telling me to 

make a left turn 3/4 mile up the road so we did.  It 

took us over the top of the mountain and what a sight 

to see.   

(The Barn Continued on page 10) 

Party at The Barn 

(A Camping Trip)  
By Dave Golden 

O n September 17 Ken & Jane Thomas,  Duddle 

( their dog ) & I left Oxnard at 5:30 AM Friday 

morning.  At our 1st stop we had Breakfast at Fill-

more McDonald`s  and was back on the Road by 6:45 

AM.  What A wonderful day we had.  We made it up 

to Midpine by 1:30 PM.  We stopped by a market and 

picked up some grub and a sandwich they made for us 

on the spot.  Great sandwiches and chips with a drink, 

then on to the KOA Campground.   

mailto:h20skier555@yahoo.com
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October 28th  -  Ride-In Dinner.  Meet at Redõs 

BBQ 3090 Cochran St. at Galena, Simi Valley 

6PM 

 

November 20th CA1S 8:00am Breakfast 

9:00 Meeting  

After Meeting Ride Leader - Jim Moynagh  

 

Nov 6th -  CA1C Coyote Roundup   - Regis 8:30 

- 10: 00 AM in Coachella Valley at Canyon Lanes 

of Morongo 49750 Seminole Dr. Cabazon, CA  

December 4th CA1S Christmas Party  

Chapter celebration at Yolandaõs Mexican 

Café  2753 E. Main St., Ventura, CA  

5:30 PM, Dinner served at 6:00 PM.  $17.95 

per person, choice of 3 dinner options.        

White Elephant gift exchange to follow.  ƴ

           Jackie 

Ride Angelôs Forecast 

By: Jackie Meyers 

 
 

CA1S  M e m b e r s :  

Parking lot practices at  

Sacred Heart Catholic Church 

located at 10800 Henderson 

Road in Ventura. This is 

reached just south of the 126 Freeway and west 

off of Wells Rd. These PLPs will be between the 

hours of 8:00 AM until 10:30 AM.  (RSVP re-

quired for attendance to Jim Norris at 

h20skier555@yahoo.com )  

 

Dates Are:  

 

(September 11 Replaced with a First Aid Train-

ing Class)       October 9          November 13  

 

 

October 9th CA1V The V Run  - Registration 

8ñ10 AM B&B Cycles, Victorville, CA  

http://www.gwrracalif.bizland.com/rally_flyers/

files/CA1V_rally_flyer.pdf   

  

October 16th CA1S 8:00am Breakfast 9:00 

Meeting  

After Meeting Ride Leader ñJo Jolitz  

 

Oct 23rd -  CA1F  Halloween Fun Run  Regis 

8:30 - 10:00 AM in San Diego  Fun Bike Center 

5755 Kearny Villa Road San Diego, CA  

CA1S Meeting Statistics   

For September 2010  
  

 CA1S Members  .....................  7

 Visiting GWRRA Members .......  ...  2

 Non- GWRRA Visitors  ...............  0

 Bikes & Trikes  ......................  4 
 

We had several of our regulars that attended Party At 

The Barn, CA2N, Ride, up north.  

CA1S Ride Meeting Locations by Number: 
 

#1  Fillmore  McDonald's on Hwy 126 in Fillmore. 

#2  Simi Valley McDonald's on Yosemite Ave. north of 118 Fwy. 

#3 Thousand Oaks Park & Ride at Rancho Rd. south of 101 Fwy. 

#4  Camarillo  McDonald's north of 101 Fwy. at Santa Rosa & Verdugo. 

#5 Oxnard  McDonald's at Hwy #1 & Statham Blvd. 

#6 Ventura McDonald's on Harbor Blvd. off Seaward Ave. 

#7  Carpinteria  IHOP, Casitas Pass Rd. off ramp. 

#8  Goleta   Union 76 station at the Winchester off ramp. 

http://www.gwrracalif.bizland.com/rally_flyers/files/CA1C_rally_flyer.pdf
mailto:h20skier555@yahoo.com
http://www.gwrracalif.bizland.com/rally_flyers/files/CA1V_rally_flyer.pdf
http://www.gwrracalif.bizland.com/rally_flyers/files/CA1V_rally_flyer.pdf
http://www.gwrracalif.bizland.com/rally_flyers/files/CA1F_rally_flyer.pdf
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Chapter Shirts  
 

Purple Chapter Long Sleeve Shirts with Embroidered CA1S & GWRRA 

on the sleeves.  $15.00  Available in Sm, M, Lrg, X Lrg & 2 X.  

Baseball caps with  

embroidered CA1S Logo  

$11.00  

CA1S Activity Calendar and  

District Ride Calendar 2010 
 

 
10- 2 CAC Harvest Run* Sacramento, CA  

10- 3 CA2K Kamping with the Krows* Herald, CA  
10- 9 PLP Sacred Heart Church, Ventura (RSVP)  

10- 9 CA1V The V Run* Victorville, CA  
10- 16 Chapter Meeting and Ride (Jo Jolitz)  

10- 23 CA1F Halloween Fun Run* San Diego, CA  
10- 28 Ride - In Dinner -  Redõs BBQ Simi 6PM 

 
11- 6 CA1C Coyote Roundup* Cabazon, CA  
11- 13 PLP Sacred Heart Church, Ventura (RSVP)  

11- 20 Chapter Meeting and Ride (Jim Moynagh)  
 

12- 4 Chapter Christmas Party Yolandaõs Ventura 
 

 *Note: District and Chapter FUNd Raiser flyers are available on 

the District Web Site.  When they are available on the District Web 
Site www.gwrra-ca.org  there will be this  *  indication 

CA1S Sunshine Report   

October 2010 

 

Birthdays:  

 

  Kendra Downey  ...............  Oct. 4  
 Jackie Meyers  ................  Oct. 9  
 Richard Carpenter  ............  Oct. 21  
 
Anniversaries:  

 

 Richard & Renee Carpenter...Oct. 6  

 Dave & Angel Smith  ........  ..Oct. 7  

 Ken & Jane Thomas  ........  ..Oct. 12  

  
 ...............................   

 If your birthday or anniversary got 
overlooked it was not  intentional, we 
simply didnõt have the information.  
Drop us a line to be included on the 
list.  moynagh@roadrunner.com 

CA1S Chapter Store 
 

 

To purchase CA1S  

Chapter Store items  

contact  

Dave Smith at  

805 - 566 - 1115.  
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Return this completed form to Jim & Pat Moynagh by December 1, 2010  

Yes, itôs getting close to that time of year again. 

Time to nominate who you think should be the Couple of the Year 

And the Individual of the Year 

We will make the final announcement at the December Christmas Party 
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just in time for lunch at the CA2N Rally where we 

met up with Anne, Melinda and Nadine.  After the 

rally was over we headed for Pinecrest campground 

where we met up with about 9 of CA1L's members.  

In the evening we crashed their party ( just kid-

ding ).  The next day we packed up and headed for 

home.   I tell you what, that Ken sure gets noticed 

a lot with his Duddle mobile in back of his bike with 

his dog.  Boy what a sight to see as he is rolling 

down the road with his dog's head sticking out 

from the port windows, and people in cars taking 

photos of him & his dog going down that highway.    

 

I would like to thank Ken & Jane Thomas for a won-

derful trip.   ƴ   

                          DAVE 

 

Down the road a little way we came upon a cowboy 

town.  On the other end of town the GPS was telling 

us to make a right turn, so we did.   I believe the 

name of the road was Farmsberry Road.  This was a 

one lane farm -road.  On one side you had the hillside 

and the other side a shear drop off straight down.  

We had a couple of cars coming at us.  They just had 

enough room to get by.  Then I noticed my back 

brake was going down further and further.  I lost 

my back brake, OOOOPPS!!!!!!   So we pulled over for 

half an hour and what a sight at the bottom,  a lake.   

 

Off we went again, boy what a journey this turned 

out to be.  We arrived at Long Barn at 12:05 PM,  

(The Barn Continued from page 6) 

Chapter CA1S Meeting Location  

Carrowõs Restaurant  

2401 E. Harbor Blvd., Ventura  

Directions   

 

From north of Ventura:  

South Bound on 101 Fwy. take Seaward Ave. off ramp.   

Turn left at stoplight onto E. Harbor Blvd. And continue through 

the next stop sign at the intersection of Seaward and Harbor 

Blvd.  Go past the Gas station and Carrows is on the right.  

  

From south of Ventura:  

North Bound on 101 Fwy. take Seaward Ave. off ramp.   

Turn left at stoplight continue to E. Harbor Blvd. and turn left.   

Go past the Gas station and Carrows is on the right.  


