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Dear Wingers 

 of CA1S 
By: Jo Jolitz 

Chapter Director 

 

W elcome back!  Yes, itõs 
me who is writing to you 

folks on our first page of the 

December CA1S Newsletter.  

Although I had a lot of rea-

sons why I wasnõt able to 

stay tuned with you for  more or less 3 months on this 

front page, I do want to start this message with a 

very, very deep thanks to all of those who jumped up 

and volunteered or those who have been,òvoluntoldó to 

keep us alive.  

     It was a great pleasure for Kirsten and me to see 

what an intact chapter life is all about. We, and when I 

say we it includes my mom too, did never ever expect 

that we would receive so many greeting cards after my 

loved dad past away. Please believe it, that was just 

wonderful to see for my entire family.    

     Now, do you know that we are again approaching the years end?  Oh my goodness, that is our first 

reaction, right?  Well think about that for a minute: Wasnõt it a good year for you? Sit back and 

spend a few minutes or even more if you want, you will be surprised how good it was for each of us. 

We all do have something here or there, but hey, letõs face it, those things are minor issues and can 

be fixed.  Folks, life is good,  especially in this beautiful place where we are living and it is perfect 

when we are riding on our bikes together with a bunch of folks who share the same hobby. Letõs move 

forward now and close the recap.  

     I was extremely happy after our last gathering on Nov 16 th . What we achieved in that meeting 

doesnõt happen all the time, you know that. For those who did not attend the meeting here is what 

happened:  

§ CA-1S does have a new ACD ! We welcome Ken Thomas as our new rising star!  

§ CA-1S did get back the most experienced Treasurer,  Jim Moynagh.  
 

(CDôs Message Continued on page 2) 
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ACDôs Antidotes  
by: Ken Thomas, Assistant  

Chapter Director 

I  õve spent several 
months trying not to hear 

the pleas for a volunteer to 

step up for the Assistant 

Chapter Director position.  

I finally decided, òIt needs to be filled, and I 

could probably grow into filling it.ó   

So I volunteered at the last chapter meeting, 

and Iõm preparing to go to the Officer Training 

classes in January.  I will do my best to assist 

Jo and Chapter S throughout the year.  

I plan to visit our friends at other chapters to 

further the GWRRA principles and traditions, 

and, with your help, steal their mascots!  ƴ 

Thank you for your support, and Iõll see you 

on the road!           Ken 

My joke for the month:  

Two dinosaurs were standing on a mountain peak 
surrounded by water, watching Noahõs Ark sail 
away.  One said to the other, òDarn, was that 
TODAY?! 

 

The CA1S newsletter is distributed at no charge to GWRRA members who regularly attend chapter functions, our advertisers, and inter-

ested supporters. Our goal is to publish the week before the chapter meeting, which is normally the third Saturday of the month.  Newslet-

ters will be distributed at the monthly meeting and copies will be mailed to regular attendees not in attendance.  The newsletter will be 

available in PDF format on the Chapter web site prior to each meeting.  Contributions for this Newsletter are gratefully accepted, and 

should reach the editor no later than the first day of each month. Text only files via e-mail are preferred. Intellectual property rights 

and responsibility for accuracy of published material remain with the author. 

§ CA-1S found a steering committee for 

our next 2011 event on March 19th.      

Welcome Dave Golden and Ken Thomas.  

       I do want to thank all of those again, who 

stepped up and took over responsibilities  to 

move forward and let the chapter grow. We 

need people like them to be successful! Noth-

ing happens without doing anything.  

     For the remaining weeks of this year there 

are not that many rides called out. But two 

events are coming up just next week, although 

they take place the same day, Dec 11 th .   

One is the BFC EL RIO TOY RUN and the   

second is the Christmas Party at Wingstuff.  

Details where these take place can be found in 

this newsletter.  

     Due to the GWRRA Officer Meeting in 

January our breakfast meeting will be post-

poned to January 22 nd, 2011.  Same location 

and same time. Please put this on your calen-

dar!  

     Last but not least, our Christmas event will 

have taken place this past weekend. We got to 

share a few hours together and have a lot of 

fun.   I do wish all of those that I did not see 

on Saturday Happy Christmas and a wonderful 

Happy New Year!  Iõm looking       

forward to riding with you again in 

2011. ƴ 

 
Stay tuned, ride 

safe. 

 JO 

 

(CDôs Message Continued from page 1) 

Newsletter Advertising Rates 
 

Size Month Quarter Year 

Business Card $10.00 $20.00 $50.00 

One Half Page 2.5ò x 7ò $16.00 $35.00 $100.00 

Full Page 4.5òx7ò $25.00 $60.00 $200.00 
 

Rates are based on camera ready artwork. Payment, in advance, by check 

payable to GWRRA CA1S, delivered to Newsletter Editor, Larry Meyers 

at 3631 Pier Walk, Oxnard, CA 93035 is required. New artwork must be 

received by month end for the following month.   Chapter Member adds at 

no charge. 
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gram (OCP) training session at the Officers 

Conference that is mandatory for all Offi-

cers, but if anyone else is interested in 

finding out what makes GWRRA tick, or is 

considering possibly stepping up sometime in 

the future, this would be a great way to find 

out what might lay ahead of you. If you are 

interested, please coordinate your atten-

dance through your CD as we need an accu-

rate head count so we are sure to have 

plenty of room.  

 

     For those of you interested in where 

next yearõs District Rally/Convention will be, 

trust me when I say we are aggressively 

working to ensure we receive the best deal 

possible for our members. I have personally 

toured 7 different potential sites to ensure 

we receive the most competitive rates pos-

sible. We are close to wrapping things up 

and I am hopeful to be able to make an     

announcement very soon, so stand by for 

more.  

 

     Until our travelõs cross again, may your 

Xmas stockings overflow with Safety 

Chrome. ƴ 

 

    òHang on ð weõre going for a rideó.   
   

                 Bill & Rene Johnson 

 
 

District  

Directorôs  

Review 

By:  Bill & Rene  

Johnson, California  

District Director 

 

   S easons Greetings, Happy Holi-

dayõs, and Merry Christmas from your  

California District Directors. Well, itõs 

been a full year since we stepped up, and 

we are wondering where the time went.  

We have definitely been covering a lot of 

territory and had a blast doing it.  

 

   So whatõs next on the horizon? Well, for 

starters the District Officers Conference 

is coming up in January. That is where all 

your dedicated Officers gather to share 

GWRRA news and new business. Please 

share any questions and concerns with your 

CD & CE for them to bring with them to 

the conference.  

 

    There is some new news out of GWRRA 

headquarters; all Treasurers are being 

promoted to Officer status. There are 

many reasons for the change, but mostly 

due to the fact that since they handle our 

funds we need to protect them and the 

chapter with the same training and cover-

age all Officers receive. In addition to the 

treasurers becoming Officers, several 

chapters will see new leadership in the 

coming months.  

 

     To support all the new changes we will 

be offering an Officer Certification Pro-
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Rider Education 
 By Jim Norris  
 
 

HUMAN FACTORS 

and MOTORCYCLE 

SAFETY 

òH uman Factorsó is a name used by the 
aviation industry in Europe and the U.S. to ad-

dress a series of potential human oversights or 

errors.  These human performance issues are 

referred to as contributing to a òchain of 

events,ó which either have the potential to con-

tribute to, or actually result in, an aircraft inci-

dent or accident.  What òhuman factorsó and 

òchain of eventsó affect us when we ride?  Here 

is some food for thought!  

Iõm sure most of you remember the Comair Inc. 

accident on August 27, 2006.  It was all over 

the news.  A Bombardier CRJ -100 aircraft, Co-

mair Flight 5191, crashed upon takeoff at ap-

proximately 6:07 AM from Blue Grass Airport 

in Lexington, Kentucky resulting in 49 fatalities 

and 1 serious injury.  The aircraft ran off the 

end of Runway 26 and was destroyed by impact 

forces and post crash fire.  However, the flight 

had been cleared to takeoff from Runway 22.  

Runway 26 was too short, the lights were off, 

and the pilot had previously flown out of this 

airport many times.  Why would an experi-

enced pilot make such a mistake?  Here is a 

synopsis of the accident  

Analysis of the cockpit voice recorder  (CVR) indi-

cated the aircraft was cleared to take off from Runway 

22, a 7,003 feet (2,135 m) strip used by most airline 

traffic at Lexington.  Instead, after confirming 

"Runway two-two," Captain Jeffrey Clay taxied onto 

Runway 26, an unlit secondary runway only 3,500 feet 

(1,100 m) long,[6] and turned the controls over to 

First Officer James Polehinke for takeoff. The air traf-

fic controller  was not required to maintain visual 

contact with the aircraft; after clearing the aircraft for 

takeoff, he turned to perform administrative duties and 

did not see the aircraft taxi to the runway. 

Based upon an estimated takeoff weight of 49,087 

pounds (22,265 kg), the manufacturer calculated a 

speed of 138 knots (159 miles per hour or 256 kilome-

ters per hour) and a distance of 3,744 feet (1,141 m) 

would have been needed for rotation (increasing nose-

up pitch), with more runway needed to achieve lift-off.  

At a speed approaching 100 knots (120 mph), Pole-

hinke remarked, "There is no lights" referring to the 

lack of lighting on Runway 26.  "Yeah," confirmed 

Clay, but the flight data recorder gave no indication 

either pilot tried to abort the takeoff as the aircraft 

accelerated to 137 knots (158 mph). 

Clay called for rotation but the aircraft sped off the 

end of the runway before it could lift off. It then struck 

a berm, becoming momentarily airborne, clipped the 

airport perimeter fence with its landing gear, and col-

lided with trees, separating the fuselage and flight 

deck from the tail. The aircraft struck the ground 

about 1,000 feet (300 m) from the end of the runway.  

Forty-nine of the 50 people on board perished in the 

accident; most of them were killed instantly in the ini-

tial impact.  The resulting fire destroyed the aircraft. 

During a public meeting on July 26, 2007, the NTSB 

announced the probable cause of the accident, as fol-

lows:  The National Transportation Safety Board de-

termines that the probable cause of this accident was 

the flight crew membersô failure to use available cues 

and aids to identify the airplaneôs location on the air-

port surface during taxi and their failure to cross-

check and verify that the airplane was on the correct 

runway before takeoff. Contributing to the accident 

(Education Continued on page 6) 
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were the flight crewôs non-pertinent conversations dur-

ing taxi, which resulted in a loss of positional awareness 

and the Federal Aviation Administrationôs failure to 

require that all runway crossings be authorized only by 

specific air traffic control clearances.  Captain Clay's 

wife strongly disputes laying primary blame on the pi-

lots, stating that other factors contributed, "including an 

under-staffed control tower and an inaccurate runway 

map". 

The goal of any Human Factors (HF) Program is 

to òreduce the causes of technical related er-

rors, enhance operational safety, and advance 

operator professionalism.ó 

GWRRA has such a program.  It is call the Rider 

Education Program (REP), which is a prime bene-

fit for members.  I believe the goal of this pro-

gram is to enhance the òhumanó performance of 

riders and their machines.  Think about it.  Are 

you taking advantage of these benefits?  Are 

you an active REP participant? Are you preparing 

yourself, your co -rider, and maintaining your 

òPerishable Skillsó before the need arises? 

Human factor events or variables can be some 

of the following:  

òStress, poor communication (written or verbal), 
fatigue, complacency, distraction, pressure, or-
ganizational norms, attitudes, and more.  Each of 
these issues have the potential to negatively in-
fluence decisions, personal performance and add 
to a òchain of eventsó ultimately resulting to an 
incident or accident.ó 

The following statement is one attempt by my-

self to define human factors with respect to 

maintaining and riding motorcycles:  

òHuman factors are events or variables that can 
impact human performance and negatively influ-
ence maintenance, performance, and/or safe/
reliable operation of a motorcycle.ó 

The Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF) regu-

larly discusses their Search -Evaluate-Execute 

(S.E.E.) Program to empower the human quality 

(Education Continued from page 5) 

Skill Practice ð Parking  Lot Practice  

2011 Sessions are scheduled for:  
January 8, February 12, March 12, April 10, 

May 9, June 13, July 11, August 8,        

September 12, October 10,  November 14          

(No Practice or meeting in December)  

 These Skill Practices will start at 8 AM and 

they will not run past 11:00 AM.  They are located 

in the large parking lot behind Sacred Heart 

Church in Ventura.  It is located 10800 Hender-

son Road, Ventura.  Henderson Road is south of 

the 126 Freeway and west of Wells Road.  

 All members are welcome to attend as long as 

they comply with the safety requirements estab-

lished by GWRRA.  RSVP h20skier555@yahoo.com 

and develop òhazard perception in its Rider Edu-

cation and Training System programsé Hazard 

perception is considered to be a significant ele-

ment in crash prevention.ó 

Hazard perception!  An interesting choice of 

words.  What do you do to perceive hazards 

when riding?  How about when you are preparing 

to ride?  We all do it to some degree!  However, 

human factors are different every time we ride 

arenõt they? 

I try to actively listen to myself while observing 

my own behavior.  For example, I canõt tell you 

how many times I have complained about climbing 

onto my hands and knees to check air pressure 

before a ride only to find that it is okay or actu-

ally 5 lbs. low!  I observed that I started making 

excuses to myself that I had checked the tire 

pressure just the week before and it should be 

okay.  So, I asked myself why I was making ex-

cuses, five times, trying to find the root cause!  

Finally, I realized that I needed to simplify my 

ability to actually check the tires without get-

ting so dirty.  A 12 inch air hose adapter with an 

easy to read gage and quick hands -free attach/

release fitting simplified matters a lot and kept 

me off the ground holding the air hose to the 

(Education Continued on page 7) 

mailto:h20skier555@yahoo.com


Volume XV, Issue XII                            GWRRA - CA1S                  December 2010 Page  7 

CA1S Meeting Statistics   

For November 2010  

(rain cancelled ride)  
  

 CA1S Members  ...................  12

 Visiting GWRRA Members .......  ...  0

 Non- GWRRA Visitors  ...............  1

 Bikes & Trikes  ...............  0 (rain)  

tire valve stem.  It has an inline pressure bleeder 

for easy adjusting slight over pressure conditions.  

These air gage adapters are advertised in the 

back of the GWRRA Wing World magazine every 

month and are available for less than $20.  A 

great purchase, well built, and also made in the 

USA!  I also found that making a quick and easy 

air supply readily available helped.  I actually 

bought a high volume, high pressure bicycle tire 

pump that attaches hands -free to my air gage 

adapter.  Compressed air was not readily available, 

and I typically only needed a few pumps to get the 

desired air pressure.  This allowed me to air up 

the tires cold without riding to the closest gas 

station, which heats up the tires and raises air 

pressure.  A cheap rubber exercise matt with      

nitrile rubber gloves allows me to get down on the 

ground without getting so dirty or getting brake 

dust all over my hands.  They were inexpensive 

purchases that I was happy with and looked for-

ward to using.  In my case, the problem was that 

they were not readily available when I needed 

them, and I was finding reasons not to do some-

thing I didnõt enjoy! 

Do you ride slower on a chilly morning until the 

tires warm up?  Why?  Do you get a little close to 

the car in front of you when youõre in a hurry?  

Why?  Do you catch yourself driving by habit real-

izing you donõt remember much of the trip you 

just took?  Why?  Hummmé how do you perceive 

hazards, and what do you do to eliminate them?  

Learn to SEE (Searché Evaluateé Executeé) while 

considering your human factors.  This may help to 

(Education Continued from page 6) 

identify and break a  òchain of events,ó that 

could otherwise set the stage for a motorcycle 

accident.  

Hazard perceptioné what a great choice of 

words! ƴ  Have a wonder and safe holiday.   

        Jim Norris 

Editorôs 

Notes 
      By Larry 

 Meyers 

    

A nother year 

rolls by and Jackie 

and I had loads of 

fun and travel.  So much so that we will be 

traveling even more in 2011.  My New Yearõs 

resolution will be increasing our chapterõs 

membership.  We want to share the fun 

weõre having with even more folks who also 

enjoy the fine sport of tour motorcycling.   

        I want to thank the membership for 

selecting Jackie and I as Couple 

of the Year (COY) for 2011.  I 

hope you all have a wonderful 

holiday season and a very Happy 

New Year!  ƴ  
  Ride smart and stay safe,    
   Larry 

CA1S Ride Meeting Locations by Number: 
 

#1  Fillmore  McDonald's on Hwy 126 in Fillmore. 

#2  Simi Valley McDonald's on Yosemite Ave. north of 118 Fwy. 

#3 Thousand Oaks Park & Ride at Rancho Rd. south of 101 Fwy. 

#4  Camarillo  McDonald's north of 101 Fwy. at Santa Rosa & Verdugo. 

#5 Oxnard  McDonald's at Hwy #1 & Statham Blvd. 

#6 Ventura McDonald's on Harbor Blvd. off Seaward Ave. 

#7  Carpinteria  IHOP, Casitas Pass Rd. off ramp. 

#8  Goleta   Union 76 station at the Winchester off ramp. 
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the Camarillo Outlet Mall just west of the 

Edwards Theater complex on Ventura Blvd.   
Dec. 12th ñ Santa Barbara Toy Run  

Starts on Santa Claus Lane in Carpinteria 

with registration 9 to 10:30 AM   $25 plus 

one unwrapped toy.  
Dec 17th ñ 19th -  International Motor-

cycle Show   Long Beach Convention Center.  

 

Dec 26th -  Chapter K Last Ride of the 

year  Join them for a potluck at Rincon Park  

2011  
Jan 8th -  PLP at Sacred Heart, Ventura  

 
Jan 13th -  Planning Meeting for all members  

Carrowõs 6:30 PM, Help shape your future with 

ride ideaõs and event planning for 2011. 

 

Jan 22nd -  Monthly Meeting  Note date 

change.  Carrowõs, Ventura with ride to follow 

lead by Jim Moynagh. 8 AM Breakfast, Meeting 

at 9 AM  

 

Feb 12 -   PLP at Sacred Heart, Ventura  

 

Feb 12th -  CA1- I Valentineõs Ride  Meet 

at Location #4 at 8 AM for ride to Covina.  

See flyer at http://ca1i.bizland.com/files/

flyers/CA1 -IValentineFlyer2011Revised.pdf  
 

      Jackie 

CA1S Sunshine Report   

December 2010 

 

Birthdays:  

 

  Martie Flickenger  .............  Dec. 22  
 Shirley Luna  ...................  Dec. 26  
  
Anniversaries:  ................  None              

                reported  for this month  

 

  If your birthday or anniversary got 
overlooked it was not  intentional, we 
simply didnõt have the information.  
Drop us a line to be included on the 
list.  moynagh@roadrunner.com 

Ride Angelôs Forecast 

By: Jackie Meyers 
 

P arking lot practices at 

Sacred Heart  Catholic 

Church located at 10800 

Henderson Road in Ven-

tura. This is reached just 

south of the 126 Freeway and west off of 

Wells Rd. These PLPs will be between the 

hours of 8:00 AM until 10:30 AM.  (RSVP re-

quired for attendance to Jim Norris at 

h20skier555@yahoo.com )  

Dates Are:   January 8, February 12, 

March 12, April 10, May 9, June 13,    

July 11, August 8, September 12,       

October 10, November 14  

December 11th ñ BFC El Rio Toy Run  

Cost is two unwrapped toys that will be 

given to children of migrant farm workers 

at Rio Plaza School.  Registration 8am to 

10am will be at Johnny Rocketõs located at 

http://ca1i.bizland.com/files/flyers/CA1-IValentineFlyer2011Revised.pdf
http://ca1i.bizland.com/files/flyers/CA1-IValentineFlyer2011Revised.pdf
mailto:h20skier555@yahoo.com
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Group Riding  
Quick Reference Summary 

By: Jim Moynagh 

 
  

Note: These Group 
Riding articles are 
based on the teaching 
outline for use in the 
GWRRA-Region Fõs 
Rider Education Team/Group Riding Seminar.  It 
is best that each of you take advantage of the 
seminars provided at Rallies and Wing Ding. But, 
that is not possible for all of our members.  
Therefore, these articles are included in our 
CA1S Newsletter.  

 

T his is a summary of what I have been 

covering the last 12 months and it is in an 

outline format for brevity.  This will not be the 

last installment in this series because there are 

two other topics remaining.      Remember all of 

this is for the SAFETY of everyone when we are 

riding together.  

 

The ride begins with a Riders Meeting.  

¶ Groups are built around an understanding of 

what a Group should expect and what is ex-

pected of the members.  

¶ Groups should consist of not more than 5 

bikes.  This is optimal for interacting with 

traffic.  

¶ Group members must maintain at least a 2 

second following distance from the bike im-

mediately ahead and a 1 second separation 

from the bike in the opposite track. 

(Staggered formation)  

¶ Group members need to maintain their  

(Group Riding Continued on page 10) 
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Chapter CA1S Meeting Location  

Carrowõs Restaurant  

2401 E. Harbor Blvd., Ventura  

Directions   

 

From north of Ventura:  

South Bound on 101 Fwy. take Seaward Ave. off ramp.   

Turn left at stoplight onto E. Harbor Blvd. And continue through 

the next stop sign at the intersection of Seaward and Harbor 

Blvd.  Go past the Gas station and Carrows is on the right.  

  

From south of Ventura:  

North Bound on 101 Fwy. take Seaward Ave. off ramp.   

Turn left at stoplight continue to E. Harbor Blvd. and turn left.   

Go past the Gas station and Carrows is on the right.  

 correct track position.  Donõt wander   

 between tracks.   

¶ The distance between separate groups 

should be no less than  7 seconds. 

¶ Groups should go to Single file formation 

(at least 2 seconds spacing between bikes) 

when: 

On narrow or curvy roads.  

In construction areas  

And when riding past parallel parked cars.  
[This will allow Group members to use the 

full width of the road and not be limited to 
a single track.  Any member of the Group 
can request the Front Door to call for a 
change to a Single File formation]  

(Group Riding Continued from page 9) Lane Changes and Passing Slow Vehicles  
¶ On a 2-lane road the Group will go to Single 

File and pass the vehicle one bike at a time.  

¶ Lane changes on multi- lane roads are gener-

ally executed òfrom the rear.ó 

¶ The Front Door communicates to the 

Back Door that a lane change is needed.  

¶ The Back Door moves to the requested 

lane at the first SAFE opportunity, se-

curing the lane from traffic.  

¶ The Back Door announces when the lane 

is secure and members fill into the tar-

get lane from the back to the front in 

pairs . 

(Group Riding Continued on page 11) 


